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    Halifax finds itself between two 
of the most beautiful sailing areas. 
Heading east from Halifax Harbour 
towards Cape Breton is the area 
known as the Eastern Shore with 
hundreds of kilometres of secluded 
coves, beaches and safe harbours to 
explore. Within this area lies what is 
known as the 100 Wild Islands.
   Heading west from Halifax to the 
gentle cruising areas of Mahone 
Bay, there is a favourite overnight 
stopping spot, Rogues Roost. The 
Roost is about a four hour sail along 

the rocky shores in direction of the 
famous lighthouse of  Peggy’s Cove. 
The area around Rogues Roost has 
been a wonderful hurricane hole for 
sailors for hundreds of years and this 
area along with the 100 Wild Islands 
is being preserved in perpetuity for 
everyone by the Nova Scotia Nature 
Trust.
  All this within just a day’s sail east 
of Halifax, in this wild and beautiful 
archipelago. The intrepid sailor is 
welcomed by untouched white sand 
beaches and idyllic sheltered coves, 

dramatic, wind-swept headlands 
and rugged rocky shorelines. The 
islands support an interconnected 
mosaic of every coastal habitat 
found on the Atlantic coast of Nova 
Scotia. Boreal rain forests, wetlands, 
bogs and barrens have gone largely 
undisturbed by humans for more than 
10,000 years, providing refuge for a 
rich diversity of wildlife. The actual 
archipelago stretches over 15 nautical 
miles along the coast, and is truly a 
globally significant coastal island, and 
sailing paradise.

Few have explored these little-known 
islands. Even adventurous sailors en 
route to Cape Breton from Halifax rarely 
explore the hidden treasures in the 
archipelago, save perhaps a memorable 
night anchored off the beautiful Sandy 
Bay at Wolfes Island.
  In partnership with landowners, the 
local community and the provincial 
government, the Nova Scotia Nature 
Trust has created a bold and ambitious 
vision to protect the entire 100 Wild 
Islands archipelago, one of the last 
wild island groups of its scale and 

significance in North America.
  The Nature Trust is working to protect 
over 100 islands (282 to be exact!), over 
7000 acres of land, including many 
islands over 300 acres in size (some 
of the province’s largest, and some so 
large they support freshwater lakes—a 
rarity in Nova Scotia!). These islands 
encompass over 250 km of shoreline, 430 
acres of wetlands, some of eastern North 
America’s only temperate rainforest, and 
a rich diversity of wildlife, including over 
120 species of birds, from eagles and 
osprey to seabirds and songbirds. 

The 100 WILD Islands 
Protecting the Most Valuable Islands 
You’ve Never Heard Of...  

   One of Canada’s best kept cruising secrets - Off the east coast of Nova Scotia lies a little 
known, yet incredible natural treasure - a vast and beautiful archipelago of over 100 wild 
islands offering over 4000 kilometres of coastline to explore. This is one of the last remaining 
intact and ecologically rich island groups of its size in North America. 

Minke Whale in St. Margarets Bay - Lisa Wolfe
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   Protection of these islands will preserve unparalleled 
wilderness recreation opportunities—from sea kayaking and 
sailing to wildlife watching and snorkeling—ensuring future 
generations of Nova Scotians and visitors alike can experience 
the magic of Nova Scotia’s unique coastal legacy at its 
finest. Protection of the islands’ ecosystems and diversity of 
habitats and species also provides exceptional environmental 
benefits. Preserving the ancient, dynamic forest and coastal 
ecosystems and processes, which have experienced little 
human disturbance for centuries, provides globally important 
“benchmark” systems, offering exciting opportunities for 
scientific research and education. 
   With opportunities to protect large, undisturbed and ecologically 
rich coastal archipelagos becoming increasingly rare across the 
planet, the Nature Trust’s 100 Wild Islands Legacy Campaign 
offers one of the last and best hopes.
   Success depends on protecting the entire island group, which 
includes both Crown and privately-owned islands. To make this 
landmark achievement possible, the Nature Trust has undertaken a 
$7 million capital campaign. Momentum is Building!
   Captivated by the Nature Trust’s bold conservation vision, the 
Province of Nova Scotia announced the protection of the 4000 
acres of Crown-owned islands in the archipelago in June of this 
year. 
   Using their community-based land trust approach, the Nature 
Trust will protect, forever, the remaining ecologically important 
privately-owned islands in the 100 Wild Islands focus area, 
through a combination of conservation agreements, land donations 

and purchase. Great strides have already been made. Several 
outstanding conservation sites have already been protected—
including the stunning cliffs of Ship Rock, the majestic coves and 
sand beaches of Shelter Cove, spectacular 530 acre Borgles 
Island, Middle, Outer, Stoney and Tuff Islands, and 280 acres 
(7 properties) on Gerard Island. The newest protected property, 
encompassing the western shoreline of Tangier River and part of 
Tangier Lake, protects a significant, natural corridor connecting the 
100 Wild Islands to a vast inland Tangier Grand Lakes Wilderness 
Area. Other island owners are keen to add their lands to this 
coastal legacy too, so more success lies just ahead.
   
   In all, the Nature Trust has now brought more than 70% of the 
100 Wild Islands into conservation, and anticipates that figure to 
reach 80% within a year.
   A generous $1.5 million lead gift and $2 million matching gift 
pledge from Nova Scotia-born entrepreneur, Paul Gauthier, has 
made this campaign goal reachable. And with the support of 
foundations, businesses, caring Nova Scotians, and donors from 
across North America who recognize the significance of this 
conservation effort – including environmental icon Yvon Chouinard, 

of Patagonia and One Percent for the Planet 
– the campaign is just $350,000 from its $7 
million goal.
To learn more about the 100 Wild Islands, 
the campaign, and how you can get 
involved please visit 
www.100wildislands.ca. 

  Nestled midway between Chester and Halifax on Nova Scotia’s South 
Shore, lies an iconic and much-loved piece of Nova Scotia’s coastal legacy, 
Rogues Roost. This highly scenic coastal wilderness remains virtually 
untouched, encompassing wild and dramatic rocky coastal barrens, 
headlands, coves and islands. This area is predominantly Crown land, 
proposed for Wilderness Area designation under Nova Scotia’s Parks and 
Protected Areas Plan.
  Within this spectacular coastal wilderness lies an almost hidden, secluded 
cove. The cove has a long and colourful history as a refuge for seafarers 
and adventurers. It is internationally renowned as one of the best sailing 
anchorages in Nova Scotia, and is treasured by local families, boaters, sea 
kayakers, climbers and hikers, alike.
  At the heart of this 1200 hectare coastal wilderness, at the entry to the 
treasured cove, the fate of an ‘inholding’ of privately owned land (Roost 
Pond), has long been a concern to all who know and love the area. 
Fears were high that the private lands would be developed, jeopardizing 
the integrity of this vast, pristine wilderness and threatening the unique 
wilderness experience Rogues Roost offers.
   The Nova Scotia Nature Trust is taking action to save Rogues Roost. They 
are part way through a multi-stage conservation effort to acquire and 
protect the private lands. By protecting the very heart of Rogues Roost, the 
entire wilderness is kept intact and wild. They have launched a $300,000 
fundraising campaign just to protect Rogues Roost, forever. 

The Iconic Rogues Roost: 
         Protected... Forever  

This campaign has resonated deeply with Nova Scotians and beyond. 

PHOTOS: Lisa Wolfe - (Far left) - Rafted in Rogues Roost, 
Kayaking it’s rugged shores, View of Rogues’ Roost 
anchorage from top of Roost Island. A beautiful Thanksgiving 
evening with friends on Salamander and El’nor.


